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Executive Board Minutes 

Thursday, January 23, 2014 

The Sheeron Home 

 

 

Board Members In Attendance:  

Susan Flieder, Christine Hall, Nathan Lay, Michelle Chappell, Jenn Ragusa, Shawn Sheeron, and 

Nancy Starr.  

 

Board Members Not In Attendance: 

Shannon Farschon, Carmela Lurie, Dina Sanchez 

  

Others Present: 
None.   

 

Minutes taken by Susan Flieder. 

 

Meeting called to order by Nancy at 7:26 p.m.  

 

Nancy opened the meeting by announcing that she had received a Letter of Resignation from Carmela 

Lurie, and read the letter aloud to the Board.  The Board accepted her resignation and thanks her for 

her service to the community. 

  

Update on Reaching Higher Camp Committee:   

 

On Sunday, January 19, 2014, an e-mail message was sent to the PTO Executive Board, with a letter 

attached, dated Saturday, January 18, 2014 (a copy of which is attached) from the Reaching Higher 

Camp Committee (“the Committee”) requesting a Special Meeting be held on February 6, 2014.  On 

Monday, January 20, 2014, receipt of this request was authorized in writing, via e-mail, to the 

Committee from the Secretary of the PTO (a copy of this reply is attached).  Two of the signatories to 

the request were Carmela and Dina, neither of whom was at the meeting, so to help us fill in the 

blanks, Jenn read from an e-mail the notes that had been sent to her from a meeting of the Committee 

this past weekend.  In this e-mail, Dina requested the following: 

“1.  Immediate approval from PTO to sponsor all Camp Cuyamaca fundraising efforts 

     2.  Immediate approval from PTO [to] establish a line item in the PTO Budget where camp 

funds can be held” 

( a copy of the e-mail message is attached).  A discussion ensued, but we believed as a whole that we 

did not have enough information at this point to make an informed decision with respect to the request 

to establish a line item where camp funds could be held.  
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To obtain additional information, Jenn offered to call Gregg Schuett, Principal of the 

Cuyamaca Outdoor School the following day to make inquiries to respond to the Committee’s 

requests.  Nevertheless, 

 

Christine moved that we give immediate approval, as requested, to support all Camp Cuyamaca 

fundraising efforts, consistent with the PTO’s ability based upon PTO bylaws, District rules and the 

requirements of 26 U.S.C. Section 501(c)(3)(the PTO’s tax-exempt status), and the California 

equivalent.  Jenn seconded the motion.  All voted in favor of the motion and the motion passed. 

 

With the respect to the request for a Special Meeting, it was confirmed that an announcement would 

go out on Sunday, January 26, 2014 to notify the community of the Special Meeting requested by 

the Committee.   

 

Jenn also reported that there had been a request last Friday, January 17, 2014, for the PTO to purchase 

magnets, in the amount of just over $800, so that the Committee could begin selling magnets to raise 

money for Camp Cuyamaca.  Because it was determined that it would be inconsistent with the bylaws 

to, in effect, “lend” money to parents to buy this merchandise, the request was not granted at that time.  

We discussed, however, how we could assist with the purchase of the magnets and determined that the 

cost of the magnets could be included as part of our merchandising costs for which the PTO had 

previously budgeted $3,600 for this school year. 

 

Nancy moved that we use the merchandise line item in the existing budget to purchase the $802.50 

worth of magnets requested by the Committee, with the intention of using the profits from the sales 

of the magnets for this year to go towards Camp fundraising.  Jenn seconded the motion.  All voted 

and the motion passed. 

  

A parent made a suggestion to a Board member that parents may request an audit of the PTO.  Since 

Michelle has requested that we get an audit for the past 12 plus months, she took this as an opportunity 

to request that Shawn look into the cost of an audit so that we can add a line item for an audit to the 

PTO budget for the coming school year.  All agreed. 

 

Due to questions raised about the ability to use funds raised for the Grass Field to pay for Camp costs, 

Michelle offered to write a letter to the Rokenbok Educational Fund to confirm the intended use of the 

funds granted.   

 

Announcements:  
 

Nancy announced that MalaShock Dance will take place for the remaining Thursday half days.   

 

We received a request in December to put a discussion about instructional minutes on the agenda for a 

General Assembly meeting, and this will be put on the agenda in February with Dina there to answer 

questions. 

 

We would like someone from the District to come to a PTO meeting to discuss the new Common Core 

standards. 

 

Teachers have requested a new laminating machine as the current one is broken.  We will look into the 

cost. 
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Next Meetings: 

 

A Design Task Force Meeting will be held by the District on Monday, February 3
rd

, at 6:00 p.m., in the 

Longfellow Auditorium.  A Special Meeting requested by the Reaching Higher Camp Committee will 

be held on Thursday, February 6
th

, at 6:00 p.m., in the Longfellow Auditorium.  The next General 

Assembly Meeting will be held on Monday, February 10th, at 6:00 p.m., in the Longfellow 

Auditorium.  The next Executive Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, February 27th, at 7:00 p.m.   

  

Nancy moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and the meeting adjourned at 

9:07 P.M. 

  

Approval of the Above Minutes: 

 

All Board Members in attendance at the January 23, 2014 Executive Board Meeting Approved 

the Above Minutes by email to post on the web site.  

 

 


