
 

 

 

 
ESCUELA LONGFELLOW   5055 JULY STREET   SAN DIEGO, CA 92110   (619) 276-4206 
Los Compadres de Escuela Longfellow is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, #76-0804393 

 

  
General Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2013 
Longfellow Cafeteria 

Meeting called to order by Nancy Starr at 6:15 P.M. 
 

In Attendance: Linda L. Bertin, Michaelene & David Buess, Mora Cannon, Kristie Chiscano, Amy & Tom Cobb, 
Melissa Davis, Brad and Maureen DeLuca, Brooke Diaz, Angelica Evilsizor, Donna Valverde Flores, Robert & Leah 
Kirby, Lisa Lawrence, Barbi Manry, Mike Martinez, Tony Mauriello, Jennifer Calderon Mendenhall, Carma Sanchez, 
Anastasia Shupp, Julie Silva, Becky Sloan, Calista Steed 
 
Board Members In Attendance: 
Michelle Chappell, Susan Flieder, Christine Hall, Nathan Lay, Jenn Ragusa, Diana C. Sánchez, and Nancy Starr 

 

Board Members Not In Attendance: 
Shannon Farschon, Carmela Lurie, and Shawn Sheeron 

         
Minutes taken by Susan Flieder       
 

Welcome and Introductions were made.  

 
Safety Discussion 
 
Nancy described the implementation of the new Cone Zone for drop off and pick up.  She asked for parents to 
volunteer to help with the Cone Zone, especially those that can regularly volunteer on a specific day of the week.  
Some remarked that parents were reluctant to drive all the way to the end of the Cone Zone because they could 
not watch their child walk onto campus.  Sra. Sánchez explained that it would not work to open another gate due 
to lack of staff to oversee another open gate. 
 
Modernization Project Update 
 
Sra. Sánchez reported that she had hoped to have the District’s project manager at tonight’s meeting, but said that 
she has been meeting with them regularly and things are moving along.  When she last met with them in 
November, it appeared as though the project as proposed was at least $8 Million over budget (there is a $12 
Million budget, and the proposed project would cost nearly $21 Million).  She has asked them to go back and try to 
find the additional $8 Million.  She understands that this is the reason they are not here tonight; they are 
reviewing the project in light of this issue.  Members of the Los Compadres Executive Board had also met with Lee 
Dulgeroff in August and followed up that August meeting with a recent letter asking about the timeline, as they 
had been told that the District would hold a community meeting in October.  Nancy summarized that letter, as well 
as Mr. Dulgeroff’s response that he will attend our January 13

th
 meeting.  She encouraged as many people as 

possible to attend the January 13
th

 meeting to show our support, and to bring with them any questions they may 
have about the project. 
 
One parent asked whether air conditioning is to be installed as had been earlier reported.  Sra. Sánchez reported 
affirmatively, but added that this is separate from the modernization project. 
 

Reports 
 
Principal - Principal Dina Sánchez 
 
Calendar –  
 
Today - 1

st
 through 5

th
 grade took math assessments; Middle School had a literacy assessment 
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12/10 – Math assessment for Middle School; 1

st
 graders Spanish literacy assessment will likely be in January  

 (1
st

 graders took Spanish benchmark last week) 
12/14 – Mock AP exam for 8

th
 graders 

Next Week – 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 graders will take the science benchmark 
12/20 – Coffee with the Principal 
12/21 – Winter Program begins at 2:30   
12/21 – 1/6 – Winter Break 
 
Sra. Sánchez explained this is baseline data since we have not used this type of assessment before.  These are 
District assessments, using Common Core standards.  STAR testing was a State assessment and we are not doing 
that this year.     
 

Nurse – Not present. 
 

Teacher Liaisons –  Sra. Bertin 
 
Sra. Bertin reported that 2

nd
 graders received a grant from Target to go on a field trip to the Ruben H. Fleet on April 

1
st

.  Thank you Carma Sanchez! 
  
Librarian – Not present. 
 

ASB Liaison – No announcements. 
 
District Liaison – No report. 
  
YMCA Liaison – Not present. 
 

VP & Team Reports 
 
Development - Michelle Chappell  
 
We have surpassed our goal of raising $20,000 from the Jog-A-Thon, and raised $21,000 to date.  The two 
classrooms that won luncheons are Sras. Bertin (Salon 13) and Fuller (Salon 4).   
 
Top Individual Fundraising Winners (for a movie night basket) - Nelah Harris ($370) and David West ($365)! 
 
Per lap winners by grade: 
Kinder – Samuel Luna and Mathew Pilger (10 laps each) 
1

st
 Grade – Connor Trevino (16 laps) 

2
nd

 Grade – Regan Sheeron (15 laps) 
3

rd
 Grade – Gregory Flores (17 laps) 

4
th

 Grade – Diego Baker and Benjamin Northrup (14 laps each) 
5

th
 Grade – Mariposa Rodarte-Iman (17 laps) 

6
th

 Grade – Damascus Brooks, Nicolo Giammarinaro, Callie McClain, August Northrup, Melanie Oliver, Saiyvionn 
Williams (14 laps each) 
7

th
 Grade – Kai “Christopher” Ball and Nathan Chak (14 laps each) 

8
th

 Grade – Markus Hallmark (16 laps) 
 
Top Running Classroom Winners: 
Kinder/1

st
 Grade – Room 7 (Sra. Morrill) 

2
nd

/3
rd

 Grade – Room B13 (Sra. Leon) 
4

th
/5

th
 Grade – Room B11 (Sra. Robles) 
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Middle School – 6

th
 Grade 

 
Fundraising Levels achieved: 
$75 – 34 students 
$125 – 36 students 
$250 – 19 students 
 
An awards assembly will be held in January.  Thanks to all who participated to make this a successful event! 
 
Our next Family Dinner Night will be held at Chili’s on December 17

th
.   

 
Our Family Dinner Night at Mountain Mike’s in November raised $420.  Our upcoming FDN’s are Corvette Diner 
(1/15); Souplantation (2/20); and, Fudruckers (3/18). 

 
Educational Enrichment – Jenn Ragusa 
 
Jenn reported that afterschool programs resume on January 14

th
. 

 
She also reported that, in response to a survey conducted to determine the need for afterschool programs on the 
once a month Thursday minimum days, we have one program available at a cost of $15 per student.  It is a 
program that is very Common Core focused, and has been approved by the District.  Malaschock Dance will 
conduct the class(es).  We need a minimum of 20 students to participate, however, in order to get the program 
going.  And, there can be no more than 30 per class, so if we have enough, we may need to schedule two classes.  
The class will take place from 12:55 – 3:55 on the remaining Thursday minimum days.  We do not have information 
yet about the availability of school buses those days for elementary school students, but will confirm before 
sending out information regarding the class offering.   
 
Jenn also reported that the District has approved our school for 6

th
 Grade camp, to include 6

th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 Graders 

this one year.  The camp will take place over our scheduled Spring Break, and will be held in Cuyamaca.  The cost 
per student with transportation is about $330; without transportation, it is $290.  Questions were raised as to 
whether Los Compadres is planning to raise money for the camp.  This has yet to be discussed, but Nancy 
suggested that a 6

th
 Grade Camp Committee be formed to discuss these issues and bring them to the Executive 

Board the first week in January, and then to the full PTO on 1/13. 

 
Community Relations – Christine Hall  
 
Christine reported that the next big event is Teacher Appreciation Week, and said that we still need Running Club 
volunteers each morning.  She thanked Becky Sloan for her excellent job coordinating room parents and Lost & 
Found, and thanked Donna Valverde Flores and Karen Wells for the best Dia de los Muertos ever – a fantastic 
event! 
 
Communications – No report 

 
Treasurer’s Report – No report  
 
Old Business  
 
At the last meeting, Sra. Bertin talked about the 24:1 postcards aimed at raising awareness to help reduce class 
size in the District.  We still have an envelope in the Parent Room where we are collecting these, so please help by 
filling out a card and leaving it in the envelope. 
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A reminder that eacher wish lists are in the Parent Room. 
 
New Business 
 
Anastasia Shupp suggested that the school needs a trophy case in the office to show off the school’s trophies, 
which are accumulating.  We agreed to put it on the agenda for the next meeting.   
 
President’s Report – Nancy Starr 
 
Nancy reinforced the request to attend the January 13

th
 PTO meeting.  The District’s Lee Dulgeroff will be there to 

discuss the modernization project.  We would also like to have someone come to an upcoming meeting to discuss 
Common Core standards.   
 
Nancy reported that, for questions regarding Thursday minimum days, we do have a Frequently Asked Questions 
with Responses document online that is very useful.   
 
Finally, she asked that we use the copier in the Parent Room only for PTO matters.   
 
Open Discussion - None 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next Los Compadres Executive Meeting is Monday, January 6, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. and the next General Meeting 
is scheduled for Monday, January 13

th
 at 6:00 p.m.  

 
Nancy moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and all were in favor.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 

Approval of the Above Minutes: 
 
All Board Members in attendance of the December 9, 2013 General Meeting Approved the Above Minutes by 
email to post on the web site.  Minutes were approved by the community with a voice vote at the 2/10/14 Los 
Compadres meeting. 
 
 
 
 


