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General Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2013 
Longfellow Cafeteria 

Meeting called to order by Nancy Starr at 6:08 P.M. 
 
 

In Attendance: Art Alluin, Sarah Almada, Linda L. Bertin, Steve Chappell, Sandra Cheatham, Ana Collins, Paula 
Cunningham, Amanda Dahlgren, Melissa Davies, Bradley DeLuca, Donna Valverde Flores, Shoshana Feldman 
Ganster, Robert Hacken, Rosie Hacken, Amy Highfill, Leah Kirby, Colleen Kleege, Barbi Manry, Dennis Martinez, 
Mike Martinez, Tony Mauriello, Tracy Morales, Luisa Olsen, Theresa Poissonnet, Carma Sanchez, Janel Sanders 
(YMCA), Jeff Sheeron, Julie Silva, Becky Sloan, Calista Steed, Linda West.  
 
Board Members In Attendance: 
Michelle Chappell, Susan Flieder, Christine Hall, Nathan Lay, Jenn Ragusa, Diana C. Sanchez, Shawn Sheeron, and 
Nancy Starr. 

 

Board Members Not In Attendance: 
Shannon Farshon, Carmela Lurie. 

         
Minutes taken by Susan Flieder       
 

Welcome and introductions were made.  Nathan Lay introduced Tony Mauriello (btw - the Parlimentarian did not 
sign in!), the newly-appointed parliamentarian. 
 
Susan moved to approve the minutes from our September 16

th
 General Assembly meeting.  The motion was 

seconded and approved. 

 
Safety Issues 
 
Principal Dina Sanchez introduced two officers from San Diego Unified’s Police Force, Officers Vargas and Filley, 
who were attending the meeting to talk with us about school safety.  Art Alluin opened the discussion by offering 
his concerns about safety, and asked Sra. Sanchez if safety had improved since the recent changes to the drop-off 
areas.  She replied that, although traffic conditions had improved, there is still unsafe activity by the parents.   
 
Officer Vargas explained that education is a significant first step in addressing this type of safety issue.  Another big 
component is law enforcement.  He offered that he and his officers will come by randomly to enforce traffic laws, 
and if necessary, he can bring additional officers with him.  He also offered his contact information in case anyone 
would like to report chronic offenders.    
 
Officer Vargas can be reached via e-mail at cvargas2@sandi.net, or at his desk phone at 619/725-7004. 
 
In response to questions, Officer Vargas informed us that we may not use crossing guards where a stop sign exists, 
and we may not hire a volunteer “policeman” to write tickets for moving violations.   
 
Jenn Ragusa reported on a meeting she and Sra. Sanchez had with a Sargent Filly that afternoon.  She reiterated 
that we are not allowed to have a safety patrol at places where there is a stop sign or crosswalk.  We may request 
a Traffic Study, however, and so we will do so in regard to the “island” in front of the school on Burgener Street.  
She also reported that we have received permission to reinstitute the cone zone section on July Street.  We will set 
up a system, with parent volunteers, that will insure that the traffic keeps flowing through the cone zone, and also 
ends far enough past Deerpark so that there is no option to do a U-turn there.   
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Jenn’s final message was that neither the students nor the school are causing the problem, it is the parents.  As 
such, this must be part of the messaging in addressing the issue.  We nevertheless want to keep the message 
positive in order to communicate effectively.  She is working on how to communicate our concerns to the parents 
and hopes to be able to report back in the next few weeks.  We will need parents to volunteer to help with student 
drop-off each morning, and she asked any interested parents to contact her directly. 
 
Dawn Van Boxtel requested clarification regarding the rules for the drop-off/pick-up area on August Street.  Carma 
Sanchez asked whether the officers would be able to make a presentation to the students about safety on the 
streets.  Officer Vargas replied that they could add this topic to their current presentations, which include Stranger 
Danger, Internet Use, and others. 
 
Questions were raised about whether there is a budget for this work, but apparently we have the cones we need 
and hope to be able to get the orange vests and educational materials donated. 
 

Reports 
 
Principal - Dina Sanchez 
 
Sra. Sanchez began with a calendar report, and advised that the school has been having difficulty generating 
progress reports for the Middle School. 
 
10/21 – Magnet Mondays have begun, so if you know of any interested parents, please let them know.  They will 
take place most Mondays between now and February 14

th
. 

 
10/22 - Tomorrow is make-up picture day for both parents and students, and requested those who had missed the 
original picture day to come in for their photo. 
 
10/23 – This Wednesday, we kick off Red Ribbon Week, and this year we’ve added an education component. 
 
10/25 – Coffee with the Principal 
 
10/31 – Halloween kinder carnival is at 1:00 P.M. and the costume parade is at 2:45 P.M. 
 
11/1 – Turkey Trot 
 
11/5 – ASB speeches  
 
11/6 – Dia de los Muertos Festival 
 
11/8 – Movie Night/End of 1

st
 grading period for elementary students 

 
11/11 – Veteran’s Day Holiday 
 
11/13 – GATE parent meeting for parents of students who have been identified as GATE 
 
11/14 – Thursday minimum day 
 
Week of 11/18 – all minimum days for parent/teacher conferences; Learning for Life Assemblies that week. 
 
11/22 – Coffee with the Principal 
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Week of 11/25 – Thanksgiving Break 
 
Dina also reported on the progress that is being achieved as a result of Teacher Collaboration Days, combined with 
the extra time provided teachers due to the YMCA PLAY Program.  They have focused on planning for integrating 
the new Common Core standards into the curriculum, and have been engaging in appreciative inquiry (DID I GET 
THIS TERM RIGHT?), where you try to value what is already in place and keep what is working well. 
 
On October 29

th
, at 4:30 P.M., the State of the District address will be given by our new Superintendent, Cindy 

Marten, at Kearney High School.  One of her messages is to have faith in the public school system, and so she is 
asking that graduates of San Diego’s public high schools be present at the meeting so that there is a big showing.  
Sra. Sanchez asked that anyone interested in attending contact her, as she has a survey that Superintendent 
Marten would like you to fill out. 
 
Sr. Valencia, the school’s Union representative, is trying to restart the Site Governing Team (SGT) – a team of 
parents and teachers that look into ways to improve safety, discipline, budget and other issues for the school.  If 
you are interested in participating, please contact Sra. Sanchez. 
 
There was a discussion about the timing and availability of volunteer badges, and the issues associated with the 
shortage of TB tests.  Sra. Sanchez stated that she would get back to us as there is some confusion about timing 
and other issues. 
  
Teacher Liaison – Sra. Bertin 
 
Sra. Bertin requested parent support in urging the District to roll class size back to 24 students per class.  The 
District has its own research which shows that 17 to 1 is the appropriate ratio, and that class size makes an 
enormous difference in how children acquire knowledge.  She asked that we send postcards to the District to show 
parent support of the 24 to 1 campaign.  We discussed how to accomplish this, and concluded that it might be best 
to send out an e-Announcement with a postcard that parents could print and send out, and to include the board 
member names and addresses.  Nancy will get the information from Sr. Valencia.  In the alternative, Rosie Hacken 
offered to print out postcards if she is given a template. 
 
ASB Liaison – Brad DeLuca 
 
Brad reported that the new Vice Principal, Angela Boie will be in charge of ASB going forward.  ASB elections are on 
November 5

th
, which is close to the day that Sra. Boie will go on maternity leave, but she will be returning in 

January. 
 
YMCA Liaison – Janel Sanders  
 
Janel reported that the YMCA is holding a parents night out fundraising event this Friday, October 25

th
, from 6:00 – 

9:00 P.M.  Children do not have to be enrolled in the Y program to attend, and the cost is $20 per child for a 
Halloween costume party, where they will get pizza and juice and watch the movie Hotel Transylvania. 
 
VP Reports  
 
Educational Enrichment - Jenn Ragusa 
 
Jenn reported that Amy Highfill, Dennis Martinez, and Colleen Kleege have been working hard to put together a 
great program for our upcoming Red Ribbon Week.  She explained the programs for the different age groups and 
advised that, although they are working on age appropriate messaging, anyone who would like their child excluded 
from the programs will be given the opportunity to do so. 
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She also reported that a survey will be sent out tomorrow to collect information on those who might be interested 
in an after school program for the Thursday minimum days that we will have this school year, and asked for 
everyone’s help in responding. 
 
Community Relations - Christine Hall 
 
Christine reported that Running Club is off to a great start and that the first awards ceremony will take place in a 
couple of weeks. 
 
The Men’s Club is sponsoring a Movie Night on November 8

th
. 

 
Donna Valverde Flores reported on the upcoming Dia de los Muertos activities, which will take place on 
Wednesday, November 6

th
 from 5:00 – 8:00 P.M.  There will be a Mariachi Band, puppet parade, Ballet Folklorico 

performance, face painting, loteria, food trucks and much more.  We need volunteers for the door, for craft tables, 
to help make sugar cookies before the event, and more, and she has a sign up sheet for that.  Students from the 
Middle School wrote a bilingual article about the event for November’s Clairemont Times. 
 
Development - Michelle Platero 
 
Michelle reported that our Annual Giving Campaign was very successful.  Our goal was $14,000.  We have raised 
$13,850, with additional future commitments in the amount of $2,300, so with our matching $10,000, we raised 
more than $24,000. 
 
Our first Family Dinner Night of the year, at Stacked, was also very successful – we raised $486.  Our next FDN is in 
lieu of a November PTO meeting, and will be held on 11/19 at Mountain Mike’s. 
 
The Jog-A-Thon is the second of our three major fundraising campaigns, and it is the only one that allows you to 
ask your friends and family to help raise money for the school.  We need volunteers in the mornings next week to 
staff a table to collect packets from students, as well as volunteers to help in setting up and tearing down the 
tents, tables and more for the actual event on November 1

st
.  Finally, we have business donor opportunities, and 

so far have two businesses bringing in about $400, as part of a Winner’s Circle.   
 
Carma Sanchez reported on the many applications she submitted in our effort to obtain a Target field trip grant 
again this year. 
 
Treasurer – Shawn Sheeron 
 
Shawn presented a Profit & Loss statement, and Balance Sheet as of 9/30/13, a copy of which is attached.  The 
bottom line is that, right now we have a little over $84,000 in our savings and checking accounts, with portions of 
this restricted due to grants and for other reasons. 
 
Old Business 
 
Art Alluin asked for an update on the Field plans.  Sra. Sanchez reported that she had hoped to have the District 
representatives there tonight to give us an update, but she will contact them again to learn their schedule.   
 
New Business 
 
Amy Highfill requested volunteers to help decorate bulletin boards this coming Friday, October 25

th
. 
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Next Meeting 
The next Los Compadres Executive Meeting is Thursday, November 14

th
 at 7:00 p.m. and the next General Meeting 

is scheduled for Monday, December 9
th

 at 6:00 P.M.  
 
Nathan moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and all were in favor.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:49 P.M. 
 

 
Approval of the Above Minutes: 
The Minutes from the 10/21/13 General Assembly meeting were approved by the Executive Board at its 
1/6/14 meeting.  The community approved the above-minutes in a voice vote at the 2/10/14 Los 
Compadres meeting. 
 
 
 
 


