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  General Meeting Minutes 

January 28, 2013 
Longfellow Cafeteria 

Meeting called to order by Colleen Kleege at 6:15 
 

In Attendance: Arthur Alluin, Linda Bertin (2
nd

 grade), Nikki Bowyer, Mora Cannon, Guadalupe Chavez (Kinder), 
Paula Cunningham, Bradley and Maureen DeLuca, Angie Dockstader, Ana Ellard, Angelica Evilsizor, David Farschon, 
Helen Guzman, Brandee Hassell, Dawn Harrison, Cathy Hayes (1

st
 grade), Leah Kirby, Cary Knight (6

th
-8

th
 grades), 

Nathan Lay, Mike Martinez, Bonnie Maratea, Romero Maratea, Dennis Martinez, Julie Moore, Mary O’Shea (6
th

-8
th

 
grades), Jenn Ragusa, Carma Sanchez, Diana C. Sanchez, Linda Schulte, Jeff and Shawn Sheeron, Anastasia Shupp, 
Grant Silva, Becky Sloan, Aimee Smith (P.E.), Suzanne Smith, Nancy Starr, Randi Rose, Anne Rios, Tiffany Trevino, 
Melanie Writer 
 
Board Members In Attendance: 
Courtney Browne, Michelle Chappell, Susan Flieder, Colleen Kleege, Carmela Lurie, and Kathryn Guevara. 

 

Board Members Not In Attendance: 
Donna Valverde Flores, Karen Wells 

         
Minutes taken by Susan Flieder       
 

Welcome and Introductions were made for the Executive Board, Teams, and Attendees 
   

Reports 
Principal - Principal Dina Sanchez, presented information about upcoming events.   
 

 Two holidays are coming up on 2/15 and 2/18, and there is some question about whether the 14
th

 will be 
a short day.  Sra. Sanchez also reported that the math and literacy benchmark testing is scheduled to take 
place in February for 1

st
 through 5

th
 grades.  Physical fitness testing will begin for grades 1-7.  We will also 

have a Learning for Life assembly towards the third week of February and spirit week at the end of the 
month. 

 Sra. Sanchez gave us an update on Proposition S.  On 1/29, she is meeting at 2:00 PM with the individual 
assigned to oversee Prop S for our school.  She wants to understand why things have come to a standstill.  
She also has formed a committee of teachers to look at priorities for both Prop S and Z, but the first 
priority is the public announcement system.  She believes that because it is a security issue, we should be 
able to move forward now with installing it.  A second security priority is replacing windows, which in 
some cases cannot be closed properly as required in the event of a “lockdown.”  Other very important 
items include refurbishing cabinets in the older classrooms and renovating all bathrooms on campus (this 
last item drew applause from the audience). 

 A discussion of Propositions S and Z followed.  Carmela Lurie asked why other schools have already had 
major improvements with the Prop S funds, but our school has been put on hold.  Dawn Harrison asked if 
a committee of parents could help put pressure on council members and the District to fee up monies for 
our school, and also asked whether the bungalows could be replaced with, for example, a two-story 
building.  Sra. Sanchez invited one member of the group to join her in her meeting the following day and 
indicated she believed we could use the money for a two-story building but said she would need to learn 
more.  There was a lot of frustration expressed by parents who feel we are not getting the funds we are 
due, and Courtney Browne offered to follow up with the District if we have not heard back on these issues 
by a certain date (which date was not specified).  She indicated that, if we are going to succeed with a 
middle school, we need to upgrade our facilities as, for example, Language Academy has done. 

 We talked with Sra. Sanchez about the need to upgrade our computers and technology, and Colleen 
Kleege emphasized that Sra. Knight’s high-end multi-media class is a big draw for students to our middle 
school.   
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 Becky Sloan asked if upgrading the drop-off zone is a priority.  Sra Sanchez replied that these same safety 
concerns exist at nearly every campus in our District; it’s overwhelming.  She talked about some of the 
ideas for addressing the issue, but concluded by saying that it is her understanding that we will have to go 
through the neighborhood planning group, so that is likely the next step in the issue.  Arthur Alluin offered 
to volunteer to take over this issue if possible.  
 

Nurse – Not present. 
 

Teacher Liaisons –  No Report. 
 

Librarian – Not present. 
 

ASB Liaison - Sra. O’Shea reported that there will be an ASB event for Valentine’s Day and requested parents to 
volunteer to help with the sale of pencils, flowers, etc. 
 
YMCA Liaison – The representative from the YMCA announced that there would be a fundraiser at Corvette Diner 
from 5:30 until 8:30, where a portion of proceeds from the amount spent on your meal would go to the Y.  She 
also announced a Parents’ Night Out event on Valentine’s Day from 5:30 until 9:30, for those who have children in 
the program. 
 

VP & Team Reports 
   

Development - Michelle Chappell  
 

Multi-Media Class Technology Needs 
 
Sra. Knight described the curriculum for her Multi-Media Technology Course and explained the need for upgraded 
equipment.  She explained that the students have done phenomenal work, and work collaboratively with other 
classes and students.  They conduct research, and engage in writing and other important activities – she described 
it as a high engagement class.  Students learn presentation skills, and more importantly, learn the valuable skill of 
how to take a project from idea to completion.  Students from around the world have viewed our school’s videos 
and, in some cases, videos have had over 3,000 hits.  Our students have won county, state and even national 
awards in the past, but she has started noticing that now we are often nominated, but do not win, with awards 
going to those who have better effects achieved only through the use of advanced tools.  Our equipment is about 
five years old now.  Sra. Knight would like to obtain Final Cut Pro software, the software used by professionals (and 
other schools), as well as new computers and cameras for her class to be able to keep up with the current 
technological advances.   
 
Nancy Starr inquired as to how much money Sra. Knight would need to purchase the necessary equipment.   Sra. 
Knight replied that this is an increment request, although her ultimate goal would be to have one computer per 
student.  There was some discussion of Sra. Knight’s request for Apple products vs. PC, and why she believes it is 
necessary to have laptops rather than desktops.  She explained that she wants to use Macs because this is what 
professionals use for design work.  She said that laptops are necessary because they need to be able to move them 
around for various reasons (including to do Art Corps in the class), and she isn’t even sure that her class could be 
set up for desktops (would require us to purchase furniture, etc).  Finally, she opined that she does not believe that 
desktops are more affordable. 
 
This opened up a discussion of the need to identify and prioritize projects that Los Compadres may fund during the 
current school year.  Monies that are currently available include $8,300 in discretionary funds that had been set  
aside to assist in the purchase an electronic sign (matching Prop S funds have never been made available), and 
$10,200 in our Campus Improvements line item, for a total of $18,500.  In addition, we have the opportunity to 
receive dollar for dollar matching funds to be used towards the purchase of equipment specified by Sra. Knight for 
her Multi-media class.   
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After much discussion, the following was identified as our list of priority projects: 

 

 Multi-media Lab Equipment  $8,000 (+ $8,000 in matching funds) 

 Physical Education Equipment    2,000 

 Middle School Shade Structure    6,800 

 New Screen in Auditorium    1,000 

 Laptop for Los Compadres     >500 

 Temporary Shade with YMCA   __200_ 
Total:               $18,500 

 
Michelle moved that we approve the above Priority List and the use of funds from Campus Improvements and the 
Principal’s discretionary fund to purchase these items.  The motion was seconded and approved. 
 

Upper Field 
 

Michelle reported that she had recently received plans from the architect for the Upper Field, and had submitted 
them to the District that day.  The cost is now estimated to be $500,000, and this includes grading and removal of 
soil, installation of irrigation and water pumps.  She will post the final plan on the Los Compadres website after the 
District responds. 
 
 Other Items 
 
Parents inquired about other programs that they would like to see at Longfellow.  Nathan Lay asked whether we 
could bring the Mad Science program into the classrooms as they had done at his son’s previous school.  He also 
asked whether there is additional science equipment that the teachers need.  Sra. Hayes said that they have 
incredible science kits that come from the District – Foss Kits.  Randi Rose asked about a music program.  She 
offered to help with grant writing to bring music, science and other programs to Longfellow.  There was some 
discussion about whether parents should pay for a music program or whether the District should bring back a 
music program that we had in the past.   

 

Educational Enrichment – Courtney Browne 
 
Our first Science Night will be held on February 5

th
, and we’ll have one other Science Night in the spring.  Courtney 

announced that Sra. Olsen has offered extra credit to any middle school students who attend. 
 

Communications –  Carmela Lurie  
 
Anastasia Schupp and Carma Sanchez have been helping with online classroom announcements and Brandee 
Hassell has recently offered to assist as well.  In addition, Dawn van Boxtel is trained on creating hyperlinks on the 
website, can upload flyers, and more so she and Carmela will work closely together.  There was a discussion about 
whether any flyers need to be sent home in backpacks.  Since not everyone at the school has a computer, we still 
must continue to use written communications as well. 
 
Community Relations – No report. 
  
Treasurer’s Report 
 
No Treasurer’s Report, as we had discussed the budget in approving the priority list set forth above. 
 
President’s Report  
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Colleen introduced Jenn Ragusa, who discussed the effort to determine whether Longfellow would elect to have a 
standardized dress code in the coming year.  She explained that an online survey had been conducted, with 359  
families responding.  Although the majority of the responses were positive, 23% of families were not interested in 
moving forward with the idea and 10% believed such a policy would have an economic impact on them.  The next 
step, according to District policy, is to hold a formal school wide vote on the matter.  Jenn explained that, if this 
proposal is accepted by a majority of the families, the policy could be implemented (although it would still be 
voluntary).  A discussion ensued as to what was considered a majority and whether it would require only a 
majority of those responding, or a majority of the entire school population.  Parents began to raise questions 
about why uniforms are even an issue at our school, about benefits and drawbacks of such a policy, and about why 
we are moving so quickly on this issue (mainly because the District requires an affirmative majority vote by March 
1st in order to implement such a policy for the following school year).  There was a complaint that this issue was 
not raised at an earlier Los Compadres, but it was in fact raised as an item of new business at the October 2013 
General Assembly meeting.   
 
As it became clear that there was not a lot of consensus around this issue, it was agreed that the next step should 
be to provide additional information to the parents regarding the pros and cons of a uniform policy.  As such, it is 
unlikely that the District’s March 1

st
 deadline could be met in order to implement such a policy for next year. 

Colleen commended Jenn for her hard work in researching this policy and moving it forward.  Colleen explained 
that it was her understanding that the idea was not designed to squelch individuality, but instead to create a sense 
of community. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Los Compadres General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 25

th
 at 6:00 P.M.  

 
Open Discussion - There was no further discussion.  
 
Colleen moved to approve the minutes from the December 2012 General Meeting.  The motion was seconded 
and approved.   
 
Anastasia Shupp motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and all were in favor.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 
 

Approval of the Above Minutes: 
 
The majority of Board Members in attendance at the January 28, 2013 General Meeting Approved the Above 
Minutes by email to post on the web site.  The community approved the Above Minutes at the February 25, 
2013 General Meeting. 
 
 
 


